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Healthy Lives, Healthy People: consultation on the funding and 
commissioning routes for public health 
This detailed paper sets out the proposed responsibilities for funding and 
commissioning public health activity which are summarised below: 
 
 Public Health England 

(directly or through 
NHS commissioning 
board) 

Local Authority 

Infectious disease Current functions of 
HPA and oversight of 
prevention and control 
including co-ordination 
of outbreak 
management  

Supporting PHE under 
direction of SoS 

Sexual Health HIV treatment  
GP contraception 

All other sexual health 
services including 
termination  

Immunisation Vaccine programmes for 
children, flu and 
pneumococcal. 

HPV and teenage 
booster 

Biological medicines HPA functions  
Radiation, chemical and 
environmental, including 
climate change 

Current functions of 
HPA and oversight of 
prevention and control 
including co-ordination 
of outbreak 
management 

Supporting PHE  

Seasonal Mortality  Local initiatives to 
reduce excess deaths 

All screening Design, QA and 
monitoring 

 

Accidental injury 
prevention 

 Initiatives such as falls 
prevention 

Public mental health  Mental health 
promotion, mental 
illness prevention, 
suicide prevention 

Nutrition National programmes 
including Healthy Start 

Locally led activities 

Physical activity  Programmes to address 
inactivity and to 
influence built and 
natural environment 

Obesity  Prevent and address 
obesity including NCMP 

Drug Misuse  Prevention and 
treatment 

Alcohol misuse  Prevention and 
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treatment 
Tobacco control  Stop smoking services, 

prevention, enforcement 
and communications 

NHS Health Checks  Assessment and 
lifestyle interventions 

Health at work  Local initiatives on 
workplace health 

Reducing and 
preventing birth defects 

National interventions Local interventions 

Prevention and early 
presentation 

 Behavioural, lifestyle 
campaigns and services 
to prevent cancer, long-
term conditions, and to 
prompt early diagnosis 

Dental public health Co-ordination of dental 
surveys 

Epidemiology and oral 
health promotion 
(including fluoridation) 

Emergency 
preparedness / 
response and pandemic 
preparedness 

Emergency 
preparedness, 
pandemic preparedness 
and HPA current 
functions 

Support PHE as 
directed by SoS 

Health Intelligence PHO functions Local arrangements 
Children’s public health 
for under 5s 
 

Health Visiting including 
Healthy Child 
Programme for under 
5s, prevention and 
Family Nurse 
Partnership 

 

Children’s public health 
for 5 – 19s 

 Healthy Child 
Programme for school 
age children including 
school nurses and 
health promotion and 
prevention interventions 

Community safety and 
violence prevention and 
response 

 Specialist domestic 
violence services in 
hospitals, voluntary and 
community settings.  
Supprot serices and 
non-confidential 
information sharing 
activity 

Social exclusion  Support for families with 
multiple problems 

Public health care for 
those in prison or 
custody 

Commissioned 
nationally 

 

 


